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How competency-based training locks
the working class out of powerful
knowledge: a modified Bernsteinian
analysis

Leesa Wheelahan*

Griffith University, Australia

This paper argues that competency-based training in vocational education and training in Australia
1s one mechanism through which the working class is denied access to powerful knowledge repre-
sented by the academic disciplines. The paper presents a modified Bernsteinian analysis to argue
that vocational education and training students need access to disciplinary knowledge using Bern-
stein’s argument that abstract, conceptual knowledge is the means societies use to think ‘the
unthinkable’ and ‘the not-yet-thought’. I supplement Bernstein’s social argument for democratic
access to the disciplines with an epistemic argument that draws on the philosophy of critical realism.
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Email
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Biography
Better understanding teaching and teacher education

As a Sir John Monash Distinguished Professor, John is well regarded
internationally. He is interested in such things as "How teachers learn how to teach
and how they then put that into practice and develop their knowledge, skills and
ability over time." A lot of his research is on this important aspect of knowledge of
teaching.
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