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This paper describes the current status of vocational education in Japan. Japan had gone through various drastic changes in social structure and education system is not an exception. Changes in primary to high school education is reviewed at first. The effect of those changes 
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1. Introduction

During the last decade of the 20th century, Japan had gone through various drastic changes in the social structure. Economic depression started around 1990 forced severe change in employment custom. Lifetime employment is no longer promised. Major Japanese industries used to provide in house CPD programs for the employees but this system may not be so effective in near future. On the other hand, educational institutions such as universities are not ready to take it over. 

Japanese high-schools have their own problems. They devoted much effort to research activity and the development of teaching methodology for vocational education was not a major effort for professors. Promotion has been counted only on the research activities. Vocational education in Japanese high-school was more from the view point of “study” rather than from the view point of “technology”. In other words, vocational education in Japan is said to be behind the international level, although the level of Japanese industries and their products are considered to be one of the highest in the world. Decrease of 18 years old population is, however, forcing high-schools to change these attitudes. High-school education is no more for elite only but is becoming very popular among young people. JABVE, Japan Accreditation Board for Vocational Education, has started with these backgrounds. Programs for vocational education must be tailored to meet the requirement of the demand to educate “engineers”, not “vocational scholars”. Another high-school reform came from the government. Public high-schools will no longer be supported financially by the government in full but as of April 2004, private enterprise style administration will be introduced. 

2. Changes in Japanese Education

2.1 High School Education

Primary and high school education in Japan used to be very dense and high level in knowledge base but was considered to be ineffective to develop
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